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tivation. Today I have instructed Secretary
Peña to complete negotiations for a binding
letter of commitment to revitalize the Quincy
Shipyard, which we just flew over, and to do
it within 30 days after I sign the budget.

I especially want to thank Senator Kerry,
Senator Kennedy, and Congressman Studds
for their hard work to include this provision
in the budget agreement. Their work will
help to create a world-class shipbuilding op-
eration to bring new jobs, new technology,
and new opportunity to the people of Quincy.

Second, the budget includes important
funds to continue the cleanup of Boston Har-
bor. Last year Senator Kerry and Senator
Kennedy joined us to stop congressional ef-
forts to walk away from that commitment.
And because of their work this year we are
going to keep moving forward to make the
Boston Harbor safe, clean, and healthy.

Finally, I want to say a word about our
ongoing effort to streamline our Govern-
ment. We’re working hard to overhaul De-
fense Department management while main-
taining an unwavering commitment to the
best equipped, trained Armed Forces in the
world. We’ve closed 228 of the Defense De-
partment’s more than 300 finance and ac-
counting facilities, while working hard to im-
prove training for Defense Department fi-
nancial managers. Today I’m pleased to an-
nounce that the budget agreement also in-
cludes funds to establish a financial manage-
ment education center at Southbridge, Mas-
sachusetts. The Pentagon will release $5 mil-
lion for the center’s development next week,
and classes will begin on March 1, 1997, 18
months ahead of class. The Southbridge cen-
ter would not be happening today without
the leadership of Senator Kerry, Senator
Kennedy, and Congressman Neal.

This budget agreement shows what we can
do when we work hard on things that really
matter to the American people. It creates op-
portunity by working to revitalize the ship-
building industry, takes responsibility by
working to reform our Government in a re-
sponsible way while providing the best train-
ing to our Armed Forces, it strengthens our
community by continuing our effort to clean
up our environment here to Boston Harbor.
We are on the right track to the 21st century,
and I am very pleased about it.

Now I’d like to ask the Senators each to
say a word.

[At this point, Senator John Kerry and Sen-
ator Edward M. Kennedy made brief re-
marks.]

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Well, for one reason, I’ve

been working on these things for far more
than one year. The Southbridge project is a
big project, goes back several years. The Bos-
ton Harbor project was going on before I
got here. The Quincy project developed
when they had a person interested in going
there.

So we’ve been working very hard on it,
and I think if they didn’t have independent
merit, it would have been difficult for us to
get them in these times, which have been
particularly contentious. So I think, you
know, every one of these things will stand
on its own merit. But the people in Boston
have paid an enormous amount out of their
own pockets to clean up the Boston Harbor
and it would have been unconscionable for
us to walk away from our continuing commit-
ment to that.

These other two projects we’ve been work-
ing on, waiting for, for a very long time. It’s
not something that just came up overnight
tied to the election cycle. This is a multi-
year effort and I want to congratulate all the
community leaders who are here. They’re the
ones that ultimately deserve the credit for
bringing this day to bear.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. at Logan
Airport. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Campaign Concert for
Senator John Kerry in Boston
September 28, 1996

Thank you. You know, I just was looking
at Senator Kerry giving his speech. He gives
me a beanpot. [Laughter] Whoever said he
didn’t have a sense of humor? Do you believe
that Governor Weld would have the guts to
stand up here and say he couldn’t believe
that we had all those people from the sixties
play and everybody kept their clothes on?
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[Laughter] Next thing you know John Kerry
will be doing the macarena with Al Gore.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for the
warm and wonderful reception you have
given me tonight. Thank you for being here.
Thank you for being here for John Kerry,
who richly deserves your support for reelec-
tion because he has been fighting for your
future, for the future of Massachusetts and
the future of the United States, for a very
long time. And he has consistently been on
the right side of that future.

You know, I remember in 1993, when we
had a stagnant economy and high unemploy-
ment and the country was dividing economi-
cally and socially and people were becoming
more and more cynical, and I put an eco-
nomic plan forward to the Congress, and not
a single person in the other party voted for
it. And they all tried to terrify our side and
say, ‘‘Oh, this is a terrible plan. It will raise
the deficit; it will increase unemployment,
bankrupt the country.’’ Well, John Kerry and
Senator Ted Kennedy stood with the Presi-
dent. And now we know, 101⁄2 million jobs
later, we know that John Kerry was right and
they were wrong.

I remember in 1994, after crime had be-
deviled so many of our communities and peo-
ple in Washington had talked about the need
for a crime bill for 6 years and I had run
on the promise of putting 100,000 more po-
lice officers on our streets to prevent crime,
to make our streets, our schools, our neigh-
borhoods safer—I remember that the leaders
of the other party said, ‘‘Oh, this is a terrible
thing.’’ And they won a lot of their elections
in ‘94 by convincing hunters in places like
my home State they’d lose their guns. But
John Kerry stood firm, and we got that
100,000 police. We got the Brady bill. We
got the assault weapons ban. And this is a
safer country with 4 years of declining crime.
Thank you, John Kerry, for being on the right
side of history.

When Christopher Reeve spoke tonight, it
reminded me so clearly of everything he said
at a time when we were faced last year with
the budget—‘‘take it or leave it or we’ll shut
the Government down’’—it cut education,
cut the environment, cut our investments in
research and technology, weakened our com-
mitments for Medicare and Medicaid. I said

no, and so did Senator Kennedy and so did
John Kerry. And we did get more for medical
research because he asked for more for med-
ical research in the spinal cord area. And let
me tell you, folks, lest you think that’s a pipe
dream, just a few days before Christopher
Reeve spoke at the Democratic National
Convention, for the first time ever a labora-
tory animal with its spine completely severed
got movement back in its lower limbs be-
cause of a nerve transplant to the spine. We
are going to solve that problem and many
others if we keep people like John Kerry,
who are on the right side of history. He de-
serves the support.

And I can’t let this moment go without
saying, after all the fights we had over the
budget over the last 2 years, it was a wonder-
ful thing to see in the last few weeks, after
the American people made their voices
heard, Senator Kennedy taking the lead in
passing a health care reform bill he’s worked
on for years that says you can’t be denied
insurance anymore if you change jobs or if
someone in your family has been sick. Twen-
ty-five million Americans will be better off
because of that, and that’s on the right side
of history.

Tuesday, October 1st, 10 million Ameri-
cans will get a pay raise when the minimum
wage goes into effect because Senator Ken-
nedy worked and Senator Kerry helped him
and we got a minimum wage increase. It was
the right thing to do.

Well, we’ve been here a long time, and
I know you want to go home. And I don’t
want to take a lot of your time, but I want
to say something especially to the young peo-
ple here tonight. I want to tell you something
about being on the right side of history, and
I want you to think about it seriously just
for a minute.

Once in a generation or so our people in
our long march of democracy have been con-
fronted with a set of decisions that are so
profound that they will affect how we live
and how we relate to each other and the rest
of the world for a very long time. This is
that sort of time. We are being asked, basi-
cally because of the differences between our-
selves and our opponents, to decide two fun-
damental questions about what we’re going
to be like when we go roaring into the 21st
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century. No matter what happens, those of
us that are well-prepared, especially our
young people, will have more changes to live
out our dreams than any generation of Amer-
icans has ever had.

But the two great questions we have to
face that will shape what we are as a country
and what we look like 50 years from now
are, number one, do we believe that we have
to build a bridge to the future that every
American is given the ability to walk across?
I think the answer to that is yes, but not ev-
erybody does. Whether you believe that or
not determines how you answer questions
like whether you’re for the Family and Medi-
cal Leave Act, whether you believe it should
be preserved and expanded so that people
can succeed at home and at work. Whether
you believe that or not depends upon wheth-
er you think we should be providing an op-
portunity for every person who wants to go
to college to go, through tax credits and tax
deductions and savings programs. I believe
we should, and John Kerry believes we
should. And that is the right side of history.

The other great question we have to face
is whether this incredible mosaic of diversity
that is America, all the differences that you
can see here just by looking around this great
hall tonight, will be a source of strength and
sustenance to us that will add to our prosper-
ity and more to the richness and quality of
our lives or whether we will be bedeviled,
divided, and weakened by the differences
among us.

Look all around the world today. How
much of your time as President do I have
to spend—from the Middle East to Northern
Ireland, to Bosnia, to Rwanda and Burundi,
to so many other places around the world—
how much time trying to get people to stop
defining their lives in terms of who they can
hate, whom they can look down upon be-
cause they are different because of race or
religion or region or gender or tribe? It is
wrong. It is wrong. And we have to decide—
we have to decide whether we’re going to
beat the odds. These are the two great ques-
tions.

I don’t like bumper stickers much, but the
truth is it’s pretty good to say the question
is, are we going to build a bridge to the future
or try to reach back to the past? I think you

know the answer to that. You can also say,
as my opponent did in all candor and com-
pletely honestly when he spoke at the Repub-
lican Convention—he said he really thought
that the First Lady was wrong, that we were
better off being left to ourselves and families
to make our way. But I think she was right.
I believe it takes a village to make the most
of all of our lives. And I believe that you
think that, too.

And so I ask you—I ask those of you, espe-
cially those of you who are young—some of
you may have indulged all of us who were
singing our old songs here tonight; some of
you now know them as well as we do and
love them as well. But all of you, I ask you
to think about this: This great choice is going
to affect how you live. Those of you who have
most of your tomorrows in front of you, this
choice will affect them, because of the pro-
found changes going on in our country and
in our world.

Whether we decide to build that bridge
to the future that enables everyone to make
the most of their own lives, whether we de-
cide to stay with the idea that we are a village
and we have to respect one another and bond
together and be stronger and richer because
of our differences, these things will deter-
mine what America looks like when we cross
the bridge to the 21st century, when our chil-
dren are our age and in 100 years when peo-
ple write back their histories about what we
did in our time.

And do not underestimate the weight of
this decision. This is a huge decision. These
are big questions. They will define the Unit-
ed States of America for a long time to come.
This is a decision that comes along once in
a generation, maybe once every 50 years.
Think how different the world would have
been when the Founding Fathers in Massa-
chusetts and the other 12 States had made
the other decision they were asked to make:
Don’t make this one country, make this a
club of 13 different States, just sort of a social
organization; you can come and go as you
please. I wouldn’t be here because there
would never have been a Louisiana Purchase
and I wouldn’t be an American.

Think how different this country would be
if Abraham Lincoln had not been President
when the States said, ‘‘Well, hey, we formed
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this country; we’ve got the right to get out.’’
And Abraham Lincoln said, ‘‘I don’t think so.
I don’t think so.’’ [Laughter] And he was will-
ing to give a half a million lives, including
his own life, to keep this country together.
And then to face the next question: ‘‘Well,
if we’re going to stay together, don’t we have
to quit lying about who we are? How can
we have a Constitution that says all of us are
created equal and keep slavery? So we’ve got
to get rid of that.’’ Think how different this
country would be if we hadn’t made that de-
cision 130-odd years ago. Think how dif-
ferent. Would all the other immigrants be
here today? Would this place look like it does
today? I don’t think so.

Think how different this country would
have been when Theodore Roosevelt and
Woodrow Wilson had to manage our transi-
tion from being a rural country of small farm-
ers to an urban country of great cities like
this one, which Mayor Menino leads so well
today. Think how different it would have
been if they had answered these questions
differently. They had to say, okay, now we’re
an industrial country. Are we going to let a
few monopolies run out all the small business
people, or are we going to preserve free en-
terprise? They voted for free enterprise. Are
we going to let these big companies destroy
our natural heritage, or are we going to pre-
serve things like the Grand Canyon and other
national parks and keep something for all
generations to come? Are we going to let our
children work 70 hours a week in coal mines
and sweatshops as they were doing then, or
are we going to stop that and give our chil-
dren their childhoods back and their edu-
cation? Think how different America would
be if we had answered those questions dif-
ferently.

These are the questions that are being
asked of you and your generation. These are
the kinds of questions that we are facing.
When you ask which budget do you want,
it’s really about what kind of people are we.
Are we going together, respecting our dif-
ferences, building a bridge? Or are we going
to say, ‘‘It’s every person for himself; I wish
you well’’?

I believe I know the answer. And I ask
those of you who are young—you have 38
days. John Kerry has earned the right to be

reelected Senator from Massachusetts, be-
cause he has been on the side of your fu-
ture—on the side of your future.

You do not have to believe one bad thing
personally about his opponent. You do not
have to make this a negative race at all. All
you have to do is to look at the fundamental
choices before you. And for those of you who
are young especially, I say, imagine in your
mind what you want this country to be like
in 4 years when we go roaring into a new
century and a new millennium, what you
want our country to be like when your own
children are your age. What do you want the
history of America to be 100 years from now?
What will they say about what we did now?
I hope they’ll say, America decided it takes
a village, and we’re going to build a bridge
to the 21st century that we can all walk
across.

Thank you. God bless you. Bear down and
bring a victory for us. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 p.m. at the
Fleet Center. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
William F. Weld of Massachusetts and Mayor
Thomas Menino of Boston. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks Announcing the Middle
East Summit at the White House and
an Exchange With Reporters
September 29, 1996

The President. Good morning. The loss
of life and the tragedy of the violence in the
Middle East this week have been a terrible
development for the Israeli and the Palestin-
ian people, a blow to all those who work for
a lasting peace, an encouragement to those
who oppose a lasting peace.

Earlier this week I called on Israelis and
Palestinians to end the cycle of violence, to
restore calm, to recommit themselves to the
hard work of building peace through negotia-
tions. There has been some progress since
then toward ending the confrontation but not
enough. Therefore, after consulting with Sec-
retary Christopher, who has literally been
working around the clock with the regional
leaders to resolve this problem, I have invited
Prime Minister Netanyahu and Chairman
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